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Blooming Success for United Way
Chinese Community Hosted Gala Event

TORONTO – Toronto’s Chinese community was out in full force Saturday night for the 6th Annual United
Way Blossom Ball. Over 900 guests packed the Metro Toronto Convention Centre and enjoyed an evening of
fabulous entertainment, delicious food, and amazing auction items with proceeds benefiting United Way of
Greater Toronto.

“We are happy to see continuing support from the Chinese community,” said Co-chair Esther Fung-Yeung.
“The turnout was overwhelming and greatly exceeded our expectations.”

Organizers hope the gala will bring in $330,000 for United Way’s 200 social and health service agencies,
including 49 agencies which serve the Chinese community.

“The spirit of giving was clear from the crowd’s energy and enthusiasm,” said Co-Chair John Man. “It was
definitely a night to remember.”

The Toronto Symphony Youth Orchestra opened the night with the national anthem, and The Gift of Music
string quartet filled the reception area. Miyabi Landscape Design and Construction along with Millie’s Flowers
created a captivating Oriental Garden, which featured five silent auction galleries.

The silent auction featured more than 150 items, with a pair of return tickets to Hong Kong, over $60,000 in
jewellery, an electric massage chair, a 42” plasma TV and more. The Evasons, a mind-blowing psychic
demonstration, provided spectacular entertainment and the live performing band MamaMia It’s Almost Abba
was a great hit to the end.

“The evening was a great success,” said United Way President Frances Lankin. “The Blossom Ball is a
wonderful example of the Chinese community’s support of United Way’s work in Toronto neighbourhoods.”
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For the fourth year in a row, United Way presented the Youth Achievement Awards to two young Chinese-
Canadians, who have made a difference through community service. This year’s award winners were Crystal
Lau and Shirley Zeng, both 17 years old.

Crystal Lau organized three major volunteer projects with Bell United Wave, a United Way student program to
involve youth in their community. She plans to pursue a post-secondary education in nursing to continue
making a difference in the lives of others.

Shirley Zeng is a student ambassador for the Kids Help Phone program and a volunteer for Toronto Dollar, a
local charity that supports community activities. In September, she will study commerce at the University of
Toronto to become an economics teacher.

The evening also included a raffle draw that featured trips to Orlando, Barbados, Brazil, and more. Prizes were
awarded to the team and individual who sold the most tickets. Dr. Ken Li won for individual and RBC Financial
Group won for the team that sold the most.

Legend Chinese Restaurant was the Presenting Sponsor of this year’s gala. “We are honoured to be the sponsors
of the Blossom Ball for the next five years,” said Michael Lo, President of Legend Chinese Restaurant. “We
believe it’s important to support our community and the Blossom Ball is certainly a worthy cause.”

The annual gala significantly helps United Way’s 200 social and health service agencies that support seniors,
children, youth, abused women, newcomers to Canada and more.
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2004 Blossom Ball Committee

Irene So Honorary Chair
Sharifa Khan Founding Chair
David Poon Founding Chair
Esther Fung-Yeung Co-Chair
John Man Co-Chair
Alan Lam Vice Chair
Stanley Leung Vice Chair
Andy Yap Vice Chair
Eleana Tong Raffle Chair
Ron So Silent Auction Chair
Vincent Chum Member 
David Ding Member
Christopher Ho Member
Steve Ho Member
Dr. Lily Ho-Tai Member
Dr. Anthony Kwok Member
Leo Lai Member
Rosseet Lam Member
Newman Lau Member
John Leung Member
Chris Li Member
Albert Liang Member
Robin Ng Member
Billy Nip Member
Tao Qu Member
Mabel Sin Member
Peter Tong Member
Martina Wong Member
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May Wong Member
Vincent Wong Member
Aldous Yan Member

2004 Blossom Ball Sponsors

Legend Chinese Restaurant  Presenting Sponsor
Tour East Holidays Honorary Sponsor
CIBC Campaign Sponsor
Dr. K.K. Leung Honorary Patron
Buddha’s Light International Association Community Partner
Northeast Telecom Inc. – Rogers Wireless Authorized Dealer Diamond Sponsor
RBC Financial Group Diamond Sponsor
Dominion Printec Inc. Diamond Sponsor
JCY House Boutique Trading Inc. Platinum Sponsor
Chris and May Li Platinum Sponsor
HDTV and Electronics Special Silent Auction Sponsor
Health A. Company Limited Special Silent Auction Sponsor
A.T. Financial Group Gold Sponsor
Atlantic (HS) Financial Corporation Gold Sponsor
Balmoral Diversity Marketing Gold Sponsor
Tradeworld Realty Inc. - Denny and Mariana Cheng Gold Sponsor
Concord Adex Developments Corporation Gold Sponsor
HSBC Bank Canada Gold Sponsor
Marilake Education Centre Gold Sponsor
OMNI Diversity Television Gold Sponsor
Shiu Pong Group Limited Gold Sponsor
Sultan Realty Inc. Gold Sponsor
TD Canada Trust Gold Sponsor
Toronto Elegant Lions Club Gold Sponsor
AON Consulting Corporate Sponsor
Chinese Canadian Times Corporate Sponsor
Dynamic Mutual Funds Corporate Sponsor
Greenvilla Development Group Inc. Corporate Sponsor
HSBC Securities (Canada) Inc. Corporate Sponsor
Lynn Communications Inc. Corporate Sponsor
Mackenzie Financial Corporation Corporate Sponsor
Ng Chee Architects Corporate Sponsor
People’s Insurance Co. Ltd Corporate Sponsor
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Prime Advertising Corporate Sponsor
RBC Insurance Corporate Sponsor
Skyland de Shanghai Restaurant Corporate Sponsor

TDR Enterprises (USA/Canada) Inc. Corporate Sponsor
Teresa Lo Barrister and Solicitor Corporate Sponsor
Tridel Corporation Corporate Sponsor
Zenith Academy Corporate Sponsor
Prime Advertising  Advertising Concept and Design
Miyabi Landscape Design and Construction Garden Theme Design Partner
Millie’s Flowers Official Floral Sponsor
Chinese Professionals Association of Canada Youth Achievement Award Sponsor
Creative Art Class Inc. Youth Achievement Award Sponsor
UNI Show Systems Production Sponsor
A Taste of Japan Reception Catering Sponsor
King’s Garden Chinese Cuisine Reception Catering Sponsor
Taj Banquet Hall Reception Catering Sponsor
Unique Wedding Production Photo Booth Sponsor
CHIN Sing Tao Chinese Radio Media Sponsor
Chinese Canadian Times Media Sponsor
Fairchild Radio Media Sponsor
Fairchild Television Media Sponsor
Modesty Group Inc. Media Sponsor
Sing Tao Daily Media Sponsor
Talentvision Media Sponsor
World Journal Media Sponsor
Tour East Holidays Raffle Tickets Prize Sponsor
Consul General of Barbados - Kay McConney Raffle Tickets Prize Sponsor
Leo Lai Consulting Services Inc. Raffle Tickets Prize Sponsor
William Ashley China Ltd Raffle Tickets Prize Sponsor
Golden Electronics Raffle Tickets Prize Sponsor
Chartwell Shopping Centre Raffle Sale Mall Sponsor
Dragon Dynasty Chinese Cuisine Raffel Sale Restaurant Sponsor
Oriental Centre Raffle Sale Mall Sponsor
Ruby Chinese Restaurant Raffle Sale Restaurant Sponsor
Canam Trading Co. Ltd Table Prize Sponsor
Cherison Enterprises Table Prize Sponsor
Dominion Printec (Canada) Inc. Table Prize Sponsor
Great Khan Mongolian Grill Table Prize Sponsor
Kathy Pare Table Prize Sponsor
Laser Reproduction Table Prize Sponsor
RBC Financial Group Table Prize Sponsor
Sebamed pH5.5 – LOFCO Canada Inc. Table Prize Sponsor
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Wings of Canada Table Prize Sponsor
Sebamed pH5.5 – LOFCO Canada Inc. Guest Gift Sponsor


